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represent the fathers of the tribe.    The centre of the design is
occupied by a stick which is supposed to incorporate some
mystical and sun-creature known as Knaninja Arrerreka*
By the construction of this effigy of the sun the Arunta no
doubt hope to increase the solar heat, and so to put an end to
the cold weather.    In San Cristoval, one of the Solomon
Islands, it is said that " a famous ancestor of the Mwara clan,
belated on his journey, took the leaf of a tea^ a palm with red
fruit, and caught the sun in a noose, and now not only Mwara
clan men but others may do the same (may keep the sun from
setting) by tying a knot with a tea leaf round a tree by the
roadside.     One may see many such  along the roads.1>a
The Kai of Northern New Guinea think that they can hasten
the setting of the sun by throwing charmed stones at the
luminary, and that they can delay its setting by binding it
with grass knots upon which they have whispered the name
of sun.    In the magic of the hunt they call to the sun to send
his rays through the thick covert of the tropical forest so that
the hunter may have light whereby to see his prey.8    In the
Loyalty Islands there used to be magicians whose special
business it was to control the sun, but they were not very
popular because the natives suffered much from the excessive
heat of the sun, and were apt to lay the blame for their suffer-
ings at the door of the solar magicians.    They even insinuated
sometimes that one such magician was trying to cause a
famine in the land, so that many people would die of hunger
and thus there would be more human flesh for food.    It was
one of the prerogatives of this functionary to proclaim a
cannibal feast whenever he wished to do so.    He had, how-
ever, to observe certain rules and conditions which might be
supposed to militate against the too frequent repetition of such
orgies.    Thus, for example, he would be obliged to sacrifice
his own eldest son.    This, the first victim, he would be obliged
to have cut into a number of parts, corresponding to the
number of districts in his chiefs dominion.    Each portion
would then be despatched by a special envoy accompanied by
the following message : ' This is part of the body of my own
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Aboriginal, p. 265.
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